guide to current research for the student. The concise, authoritative synopses of fundamental information in the various biological disciplines makes it an excellent reference work for busy clinicians. This book has a genuine place in every library of medicine or biology.
HANLON In most biochemistry textbooks and courses stereochemistry in enzyme catalyzed reactions is first discussed during study of the tricarboxylic acid cycle. In that cycle so called "symmetrical" substrates are metabolyzed differently. That is, succinate labeled in one of the paired carboxyl groups leads to malate labeled in both carboxyls, however citrate labeled in one of the paired carboxymethyl groups leads to isocitrate labeled in only one carboxymethyl group. As the author of this small textbook points out, these observations are often discussed in a way that obscures the underlying differences between these substrates. The stated goal of this book is to show that "geometrically non-equivalent paired chemical groupings on nonsymmetrical molecules are subject to biological stereospecific reactions" and that "equivalent chemical groupings are never subject to stereospecific reactions." In my opinion the author achieves this goal in a very readable and interesting way.
The book is written in a clear, straightforward style. The first chapters discuss molecular symmetry and dissymmetry and the stereochemical nomenclature. New ideas are introduced gradually and are well illustrated by examples while potentially confusing areas are given careful treatment. The later chapters describe specific stereochemical problems in biochemistry and either their solutions or the current level of understanding. Frequent backreference to previously covered material is helpful and is a strong asset in this book. The treatment of the Krebs cycle conversions is exceptionally complete but examples are taken from several other areas of intermediary metabolism as well. It is best to read this book with either pencil and paper or a molecular model kit in hand. After having done so, the reader will be prepared to go directly to the current literature on biological stereochemistry.
There is little to criticize in the book. The organization is good. However, although the ideas of enantiotopic and diastereotopic groups are introduced in Chap- 
